
RESOLUTIONS OF THE 152nd SYNOD OF THE DIOCESE OF NIAGARA 
Notice has been received from members that they will move,  

or cause to be moved, the following resolutions: 
 

1. Credentials Committee Report 
MOTION: Canon Greg Tweney / The Venerable Bill Mous 

THAT the report of the credentials committee be accepted. 
 

2. Approval of the Consent Agenda 
MOTION: The Reverend Andrew Rampton / Ms. Kristen Jackson-Dockeray 
 

THAT the items listed on the consent agenda be approved as circulated. 
 

A. Election of Synod Secretaries 
that Mrs. Susan Little be elected as the honorary lay secretary of synod and the Reverend Canon 
Pamela Guyatt be elected as the honorary clerical secretary of synod for the 152nd Synod of the 
diocese. 

 

B. Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Synod 
that the minutes of the 151st Synod of the diocese, as found in the convening circular, be approved. 

  

C. Adoption of the Agenda  
  that the agenda as presented by the Synod Agenda Committee be adopted. 
 

D. Reception of All Reports  
that all reports found in the convening circular, including the audited financial statements and 
auditor’s report, be received. 

 

E. Trinity College Corporation 
that the representatives from the Diocese of Niagara to the Corporation of Trinity College be:  
the Reverend Adedayo Olomodosi (clergy), the Reverend Monica Romig Green (clergy) and  
Dr. Thomas Littlewood (lay); for a term of two years. 

  

F. Synod Council Report 
that the Synod Council report, having been fully considered, be now finally approved, and that all the 
decisions, agreements and documents entered into and signed on Synod’s behalf since its last report, 
be hereby ratified and confirmed. 

3. Appointment of Auditors  
MOTION: The Reverend Canon Dr. Eleanor Clitheroe / The Reverend Canon Leslie Gerlofs 

THAT Norton McMullen LLP be appointed as auditors for the fiscal year 2026. 

4. Amendment to Canon 4.1 (1) 
MOTION:  The Venerable Bill Mous / Canon Greg Tweney 

 THAT section 1 of Canon 4.1 be amended to read as follows: 



(a)  In every parish congregation within the Diocese of Niagara there shall be a Vestry 
composed of all the baptised members of such congregation of the full age of 16 years 
who are qualified and willing to sign the declaration below, in a book kept for this 
purpose, before voting at each vestry meeting or being elected to any office in the said 
parish congregation, or to membership in the Synod of the Diocese, subject to the 
certification and appeal procedures outlined in section 1(d) of this canon.  

"I do solemnly declare that I am a baptised Christian of the full age of 16 
years, who for at least six months preceding the holding of this Vestry 
meeting, has been identifiably involved with this congregation, through 
worship, fellowship, and financial support. Further, I declare that I have not 
voted as a member of any other Vestry within the said six months." 

(b)  A Certification Committee composed of the Incumbent, the Churchwardens and the 
Lay Representatives to Synod, shall determine, on the basis of the vestry qualifications 
and requirements outlined in section 1(a) of this canon, and using their best pastoral 
judgment, eligibility of those who are to be voting members of the Vestry.   

(c) A list of those eligible to vote at a Vestry meeting shall be displayed in a prominent 
place immediately following the giving of notice of any Vestry meeting.  

(d) If a person's name does not appear on the Vestry list described in section 1(c) of this 
canon, that person may appeal to the Certification Committee no later than 72 hours 
before the time of the opening of the Vestry meeting, to have their name added to the 
certified list of Vestry members.  Individuals who still feel unjustly excluded, may further 
appeal to a committee of the Archdeacon, Regional Dean, and Chancellor or Vice-
Chancellor. However, if the Archdeacon or Regional Dean be the Incumbent, the 
Bishop shall appoint a substitute for this purpose.  Should there be more than a dozen 
people making such an appeal, the tribunal may order the Vestry meeting postponed 
until the appeal has been heard and a decision rendered.  

(e)  The Vestry Chairperson may invite non-voting members to speak at a Vestry meeting at 
their discretion, with the approval of the said meeting. The Bishop or their designate 
may attend any Vestry meeting and will have the right to speak but not vote. 

 

5. Amendment to Canon 4.1 (3) 
MOTION: The Venerable Bill Mous / Canon Greg Tweney 

THAT section 3 of Canon 4.1 be amended to read as follows: 

(a) At all Vestry meetings, the chairperson shall be the Incumbent who shall preside, and 
in their absence an archdeacon or in the absence of both, such member of the Vestry 
as the majority, duly qualified to vote and present at such Vestry meeting, name.  

(b) At the commencement of all Vestry meetings, a Vestry Clerk shall be nominated by 
the churchwardens, with the concurrence of the chairperson, and be elected by the 
duly qualified members to serve as the Secretary of such Vestry meeting. 

(c)  The proceedings of all Vestry meetings shall be entered in a book kept for that 
purpose and preserved in the custody of the Churchwardens, in addition to any 
digital and other records which shall be preserved in parish files. 

 



6. Amendment to Canon 4.1 (14) 
MOTION: The Venerable Bill Mous / Canon Greg Tweney 

  THAT section 14 Canon 4.1 be amended to read as follows: 

  All non-licensed and non-commissioned lay employees shall be appointed or employed by 
the Churchwardens with the concurrence of the Incumbent; and their salaries and wages 
shall be brought into the general account to be rendered as aforesaid by such 
Churchwardens. 

7. Amendment to Canon 4.1 (17) 
MOTION: The Venerable Bill Mous / Canon Greg Tweney 

THAT sections 17(d) and 17 (e) of Canon 4.1 be repealed and restated as a new section of the canon, as 
follows: 

 Each Incumbent, or their designate, shall, without delay after each annual Vestry meeting, 
report to the Secretary of Synod the election and appointment of all Churchwardens, 
Deputy Churchwardens, Lay Representatives to Synod and other office holders in a manner 
duly prescribed by the Secretary of Synod, along with any statistical, financial, auditor or 
other reports deemed important and necessary. 

 The Secretary of Synod shall have custody of said reports for the general benefit of the 
Officers of Synod, and their designates, and for the purpose of preparing a list of Synod 
members. 

8. 2027 Budget    

MOTION: Ms. Christine Morrow / The Reverend Canon Dr. Eleanor Clitheroe 

THAT this Synod approve the 2027 diocesan budget. 

9. Synod Council Election 
MOTION: The Venerable Bill Mous / Dr. Janina Vanderpost 

THAT this Synod elect the regional members of Synod Council and alternate regional members, as 
reported by the Secretary of Synod. 


